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Title Time Performance Task Big Idea Essential Questions Resources/Materials 
Common 

Core State 
Standards 

Read Like A 
Scholar 

 

2 weeks Application of 
Evidence in Video 

Annotation and Close 
Reading Strategies  

1. How do I carefully read 
a text so I can read it 
better? 

2. What strategies can I 
use while reading to 
better understand the 
text? 

Bullying articles (see 
curriculum folder) 

AVID annotation 
strategies graphic 
organizer 

RI 1, 2, 5 
W 8, 9 

Author’s 
Purpose 
and 
Perspective 

 
 

3 weeks SBAC Item Quizzes Understand bias and 
choice in writing in 
order to make an 

informed judgment 
on the material 

1. Why does an author 
make certain choices in 
their writing? 

2. What do those choices 
add to the meaning or 
tone of the text? 

3. What is the author’s 
attitude (tone) towards 
the topic? 

Bullying articles (see 
curriculum folder) 

Close reading 
questions with 
articles 

SBAC item 
specifications and 
rubrics 

RI 1, 2, 5 
W 7, 8, 9 

Informational 
Synthesis 
Argument 
Video 

 
 

5 weeks No Bull Video Connect with the 
community on the 
big issue of bullying 
through identification 
of each adult’s role 

1. What role should adults 
play in preventing 
bullying? 

2. What adult groups 
should be involved? 

3. What can students, as 
bystanders do? 

4. How do I reach out to 
my community members 
to aid in my research 
and message? 

Bullying articles (see 
curriculum folder) 

iPads with iMovie 
installed 

Props and people as 
needed 

RI 1, 2, 5,  
W 1, 7, 8, 9 
L 4 

Literary 
Elements: 
Theme and 
Character 

 
 

5 Weeks Summative Final 
Multiple Choice 
Assessment  

Understand the ethical 
component to life 
through exploration 
of literature, the 
characters, and the 
thematic application 
to life  

1. How does a character 
develop over time based 
on various experiences 
and other characters? 

2. What is the message 
about life, the life 
lesson, or the message 
about human nature the 
author wants reader to 

The Alchemist by Paulo 
Cohelo (core text) 

 

RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 7, 9 
W 9 



CPPS Common Core Aligned Curriculum Map: ELA Grade 9 Year at a Glance 
understand from the 
novel? 

3. How does an author 
draw on other source 
material (The Bible) to 
elaborate or make 
examples? 

 
Informational 

Synthesis  
Argument 

Essay 
 
 

16 
Weeks 

5-10 page 
Research Paper 
Using SBAC 
Performance 
Task Rubric 

Understand what 
causes a revolution 
and how a revolution 
still holds an impact 
on the world today 
through well-
developed research 
and writing  

1. What are Costa’s levels 
of questioning? 

2. How can I use Costa’s 
levels of questioning to 
break up my research 
question into more 
manageable parts? 

3. What is a thesis 
statement? How do I 
write one? 

4. What happened in the 
three revolutions? What 
caused them? What are 
the lasting results?  

5. How do I find relevant 
evidence? 

6. How do I cite evidence? 
Integrate a quote? 

7. How do I narrow my 
research to be 
productive and specific?  

 

Access to ProQuest or 
other academic 
search engine 

Content from history 
class (see history 
curriculum) 

Paragraph and thesis 
sentence frames (as 
needed) 

Instructional tools (how 
to: cite, synthesize, 
write a thesis, revise, 
edit, elaborate) 

SBAC performance 
task rubric  

RI 1, 2, 4, 5 
W 1, 7, 8, 9 

Literary 
Elements: 
Author’s 
Choice and 
Character  

 
 

16 
Weeks  

SBAC Item Quizzes 
and Summative 
Assessment  

Understand the ethical 
component to 
revolution. Ask why 
people revolt 
through exploration 
of dystopian 
literature 

1. What is dystopian 
literature? 

2. How do identify key 
details in a text to support 
an answer? 

3. How do I make or identify 
an inference? 

4. How do the relationships 
between characters grow 
and change over time? 

Divergent by Veronica 
Roth 

Four by Veronica Roth 
Divergent film 
Access to ProQuest or 

other academic 
search engine  

SBAC item 
specifications and 
rubrics  

RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 7, 10  
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5. What is the difference 
between connotative and 
denotative meanings of 
words? 

6. What causes people to 
want to revolt against a 
governing force? 

Art materials  

Language: 
Romeo and 

Juliet and 
Figurative 
Language  

 
 

3 Weeks  Role Play  Appreciate the art of 
Shakespeare 
through acting and 
exploration of the 
text  

1. What is figurative 
language? 

2. How does figurative 
language add to the 
meaning of a text?  

3. How does bringing 
Shakespeare to life add 
meaning to the text? 

Romeo and Juliet by 
William Shakespeare 

Walla Walla 
Shakespeare Co. 
(comes in to do 
residency) 

Transportation (to 
Powerhouse theatre 
to see production) 

Figurative language 
flash cards 

RL 1, 2, 4, 9 
SL 2, 5 


